Antiplatelet therapy.
Much new information has been gleaned about the morphology, biochemistry and function of platelets. The pathophysiology of atherosclerosis and thromboembolic disorders appears to be related to abnormal platelet function. Endothelial damage, thromboxane A2, Thrombin, adenosine diphospate and epinephrine may each promote platelet aggregation, whereas prostacyclin impairs aggregation. Aspirin, sulfinpyrazone and dipyridamole have been used as antiplatelet agents, and specific indications are being developed to guide their selection.